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EFFECTS ON HUNGER, EDUCATION, AND GENDER EQUALITY
INTRODUCTION

FOREIGN AID TO SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA

● Aid to education is used for many different purposes more infrastructure that can allow more students in
schools, but also the tools needed, the lunch
programs, etc.
● “Educational outcomes are influenced more by what
goes on outside schools than within them-- widening
further the complexities involved in assessing the
effectiveness of foreign aid to education” (Riddell,
2015, 23).
● Primary goal of foreign aid to education is to achieve
quality universal primary education.

Sub-Saharan Africa is currently the area in the world
that receives the most foreign aid (Yogo et al.). Thus,
to what extent does U.S. foreign aid influence
socio-economic development with regards to hunger,
education, and gender equality in Sub-Saharan Africa?

WHAT IS FOREIGN AID?
Foreign aid can generally be defined as: “[t]he
international transfer of capital, goods, or services
from a country or international organization for the
benefit of the recipient country or its population. Aid
can be economic, military, or emergency
humanitarian (e.g., aid given following natural
disasters)” (Williams, 2021).

STUDY AREA

EDUCATION

CONCLUSIONS

HUNGER
● Hunger is directly linked to development within a
nation as hunger is associated with lower economic
growth and status as people do not have proper
resources to alleviate hunger
● With the COVID-19 pandemic, hunger rates in
sub-Saharan Africa have gotten worse after years of
improvement and economic growth
● US must increase aid to sub-Saharan Africa to
specifically fund:
○ 1) sustainable farming practices
○ 2) education regarding nutrition
○ 3) opportunities that support women so mother’s
can provide extra income for families which will
allow families to be able to afford more nutritious
food.

GENDER EQUALITY
● Gender equality is not a targeted focus of aid in LDCs in
Sub-Saharan Africa
● When women have political power, the perception of
women in positions of authority changes positively
(Kodila-Tedika & Asongu, 2017)
● Investing in women and their economic resources has
been seen as a way to promote development
○ However, this posits women as a means to achieving
development goals (Carella & Ackerly, 2017)
● Reframing labor categorizations (paid vs. unpaid) can
heighten the importance of women’s roles in economic
development and change poverty metrics to make
policies more appropriate (Blackmon, 2009)
● To effectively invest in gender equality, unjust structures
and institutions must be considered and transformed to
promote sustainable and just development
○ A rights-based approach can successfully alter
socioeconomic and political conditions that perpetuate
poverty and inequality (Carella & Ackerly, 2017)

● Aid in Sub-Saharan Africa should focus on
ameliorating food insecurity and poverty, education,
and gender equality
● Local community development practices should be
adopted to guide the application and monitoring of aid
monies
● The quality of aid and its goals are more important
than the quantity of aid
○ Governance practices and local needs and values
should be identified and considered when
attempting to improve different structures and
institutions with aid
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